
Torphichen Parent Council Newsletter 2023 

 

What is a Parent Council?  

A Parent Council is a group of parents who represent all the parents and carers 

of children at the school. 

 

Parent Councils can: 

- Provide a voice for parents and carers, in schools on issues that are 

important to them and their children 

- Help the school to understand how to most effectively involve families in 

their children's learning and in the life of the school 

- Support the school and headteacher in developing strong home/school 

partnerships 

- Support the school in its development and improvement, and in 

understanding and making links with the wider community 

- Capture the unique and varied skills, interests, knowledge and experience 

that parents can offer. 

- Help to create an environment where parents and carers know that their views 

matter, and where they feel confident and comfortable putting them forward 

Everyone benefits (children, parents, carers and teachers) when families and 

schools work effectively together to support learning. 

Source: https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/getting-involved/parent-

councils/About%20parent%20councils 

 

Our Parent Council  

 

Our Parent Council has 4 office bearing roles. These are the Chair, Vice Chair, 

Treasurer and Secretary. Our current office bearers are:  

Suzanne Crookston           Chair 

Hi, I am Suzanne. I am Mummy to Belle in Primary 1 and Cali who has just turned 

3. I also look after my niece Laila who is also 3. I am married to Calum. I am a 

qualified Primary School Teacher but not taught since having Belle. I now run 

Torphichen After School Club (TASC). I have very recently taken over as chair 

of the Parent Council and aim to get as many parents involved as possible as well 

as raise as much money for the school as we can.  

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/getting-involved/parent-councils/About%20parent%20councils
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/getting-involved/parent-councils/About%20parent%20councils


 

Karen Thomas             Vice Chair 

Hi, I’m Karen, mum to Ella in Primary 1 and I also have a little toddler Finlay. I’ve 

just joined the parent council as vice chair and I’m looking forward to getting 

involved and helping the school out. 

 

Catherine Murray            Treasurer 

Mum to Andrew in P4 and also Lewis in S4 and Euan in S3 at Linlithgow Academy. 

I moved from Edinburgh to Torphichen with husband Gordon in 2010 and 

wouldn’t want to be anywhere else now. Was made (happily) redundant last year 

after 22 years working for the same investment firm and am very much enjoying 

pottering around the village caring for all our many animals. 

 

Julie Yuill              Secretary 

Hi, I'm Julie, mum to Harris in P4.  I have been the secretary for the Parent 

Council for almost a year now.  Being on the Parent Council is a privilege and I'm 

always keen that it represents and serves the needs of all our parents. When 

I'm not rushing about with the daily work/ school/ clubs juggle, I love nothing 

more than I blether at the school gate, so do say hi X  

Oh I have lots of hobbies and not enough time to do them all, including chicken 

husbandry, crocheting and running (but not at the moment as I injured myself 

chucking myself down a mountain). 

 

Fundraising  

A very important part of our Parent Council is fundraising for the school. All 

ideas and help are welcomed and appreciated.   

Previous years funds have been used for both large and small projects with the 

most recent purchase being furniture and accessories for a new zone in the 

school. We hope to raise as much funds as possible going forward!  

Our most recent fundraising event was the Football Tournament. We had a 

great turn out and raised £196.20! 



This coming school year we aim to do 2 larger scale events with smaller events 

throughout the year. Please share your ideas!  

Planned Events so far for this coming school year:  

- Halloween Trail  

- Christmas Fayre  

- Donut Fridays  

- Ice cream/Ice lolly Fridays  

- Football Tournament  

- Easter Trail and Competitions  

- Bags 2 School (This is a free fundraising scheme which raises funds for 

the based on the weight of the donated items) 

 

Get Involved  

We would love for you to get involved in the Parent Council!  

You can be involved in a variety of ways; an office bearing role, attending 

meetings, fundraising or just supporting the fundraising events and projects. 

 

Parent Council Meetings 

We meet once a term to discuss what the Parent Council is planning, it is also a 

chance to see what’s happening in the school and raise any questions. We 

understand diaries are full but it’s always great to see as many parents along as 

possible. Everyone is welcome! These are shown in the school calendar. If you 

can't make the meetings but would like us to share something on your behalf 

then please contact one of the Parent Council office bearers.  

 

Next meeting: 

- Thursday 18th May 2023 

All meetings are held in the school. Start time will be 6.30pm unless otherwise 

notified. 

 

Contact Us 



 

If you want to get in touch with the Parent Council please speak to one of the 

office bearers at the school gates or contact Suzanne on 07590626742.  You 

can also contact any of us through the parent Facebook page.  

 

Thank you 😊  

 

Suzanne Crookston (Chairperson) 

 

 

 

 


