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1. Introductions & Apologies

- SCwelcomed all attendees and apologies were stated per above Formatted: Font color: Text 1

Formatted: Font color: Text 1

2. Minutes & actions from last meeting
-___The minutes from the previous meeting were approved and actions updated on_,
- By way of an update on 23/01-01 — having engaged with both the staff and pupil bodies LT has now scoped
out what the proposed outdoor classroom might comprise of and has presented some pictures and high
level costings for consideration. They would like to acquire four adapted sheds to be placed in the school
grounds with each one to be equipped to support learning in one of the following areas; Literacy &
Creativity; Maths; STEM; Making/Bigger Bulky play (ie planks and crates etc). These sheds and contents will

be available to all ages of children and will range in cost from ¢.£400-£800.
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H&S assessments will still need to be undertaken by the School/Council ahead of these being

acquired/placed,

Feedback from attendees on the night was strongly positive to this idea and LT encouraged to now source+ ——

more detailed costings which will allow us a) to look to begin supporting the funding of these, perhaps on a
modular roll out rather than all at once and b) to begin looking for corporate grants/sponsorship inc known
opportunities such as Tesco. TdJ and JY to look at this.

Headteacher’s Report

Self Evaluation focus for this term is Health & Wellbeing (the focus on which was explained at recent

‘Journey of Learning’ evening) and it is being led for the school by Mrs Gallagher. In addition, the Council are
undertaking an evaluation of how all schools in the region are addressing this area.
MF advises that they are already seeing positive impact in the classroom as a result of the daily check in with

pupils —which is some classes being supported by technology
It was noted that in a recent survey of parents on the H&W subject only 9 responses were garnered which is

unusually low participation by the parent body and so school will be recirculating and would ask parents to
consider responding as the feedback in this survey will feed in to how the topic is approached.
School are also now looking at embedding ‘Skills for Life” with the children — follows on from the ‘Skills for

Work’ focus last term, but is widening to encourage children to focus on areas that will hold them in good
stead throughout their life/schooling. The focus is being led by LJ and covers the following topics including;
Digital Learning, Leadership, Enterprise, Thinking. The school is looking to track, support and improve skills in
these areas with a focus on bringing in their out of school clubs/experiences and using them to support their
classmates in the same areas. The school and pupil leadership teams will review these on an ongoing basis.

Planning for next school year is already underway with Mr Mcintyre - who spent time in the school last year

as a supply teacher and is now a data manager for WLC supporting all schools in the area will work with the
school on how we can use digital innovation to enhance and support the curriculum.
Digital Awards — school participation led by Mr Turnbull — again focussed on how the school can/is using

digital resources/innovation to improve learning
MF advised that all cluster schools have been awarded £1500 to create a therapeutic space in each school —

the focus on this being a calm/cosy/peaceful space. This will probably be created in LJ’s classroom for

reasons of space.
Nursery — Council has given budget to all nurseries in the region to have a teacher and Mrs Wilkes has been

appointed for our nursery.
MF noted congratulations to Mrs Alexander on her qualifying as a Froebelian scholar which adds another

useful skill set to the staff body.
School Clubs — MF advises that with the current block of clubs coming to an end she is very keen for parent

volunteers to either advise if a) they are happy to continue/begin supporting the clubs they are already
running; b) are willing to offer their time/skills to start new clubs — please contact the school directly on this.
Football Club—the football club is looking for parent volunteers to help provide transport and supervision for

the three rounds of competition our P6/P7 team will be entering into on 17 March, 28" April and 19" May
at Linlithgow Xcite. The events will run from 4pm to 8pm.
Can parents whose children are participating in afterschool clubs where a per event fee is payable please

remind their children to take this with them each day.

SC noted thanks on behalf of the parent body to all parents/volunteers giving up their time to support thes

afterschool clubs.

Playground Alterations Discussions

The following update was given by the Chair regarding discussions with West Lothian Council (‘WLC’) and is
shared in full for the benefit of those parents who were unable to attend this meeting; “As you know the
Parent Council has been in discussion with WLC regards playground amendments, this has taken time and
effort and involved gathering feedback as you will be aware from surveys. | met with the WLC last week and
their proposal is follows; Phase 1 will see the introduction of large planters strategically placed around the
corner to slow traffic and the addition of benches. In addition, there will also be a handrail added to the
steps. The wall will not be altered. These amendments can be seen on the plan (shared via FB). We have also
discussed the principles of a Phase 2 which will incorporate the introduction of a ‘soft border’ along the
length of the rear wall with planting which might include an edible garden area (vegetables, fruit etc) and
some rustic seating eg log slices There will also be picnic benches for the playground and a shed to store
garden equipment to maintain the new garden area. We appreciate and recognise that there will be differing
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opinions on any such changes”. The opportunity was given for these plans to be discussed and feedback on

the evening was a) that this seemed like a useful step forward from the Council and that whilst they had

previously suggested that wall champfering would be undertaken they were still offering alternatives which

should enhance playground safety and functionality.
NB — further to this meeting and the minute above there has been further discussion between the school

and the Council and a meeting between SC and MF is planned for w/c 2" March — update will be shared via

Facebook page by SC post that meeting.
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5. Fundraising Report/Forthcoming Events:
——No events currently planned but the fundraising committee will be meeting between now and next Parent
Council meeting to discuss future events. Date will be circulated on Facebook page and any parents
interested in supporting this are encouraged to attend. *
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standsat-£2036Following the success of the Christmas Fayre and various smaller initiatives, the balance in
the account now stands at £3,324.81. A copy of the financial update is included as an appendix to these
minutes.

e Arequest was made by the Nursery via MF for support in acquiring a Bird feeding Station and some outdoor

| Comment [CS(1]: Didn’t happen,
could just mention family events...
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A query was raised by TdJ on behalf of a parent unable to attend this meeting as to whether provision could
be made to make it easier for parents picking up children of different ages/classes to do so from one exit —
perhaps having one entrance and one exit for the whole school. MF advised this wasn’t possible as it would
create too much of a choke point at beginning and end of school. LT advised that as teacher for the infant
class she was confident that the children in her class know that if they leave the school building and were to
go to the point where their parent/guardian should be and they aren’t they are to go straight back to her
and as such the meeting point for these children needn’t be the nearest exit but could be anywhere in the
school playground

- MF asked that a reminder be made to parents picking up their children at the end of the school day not to
enter school grounds until 5mins before the bell unless they are on their way to the school office so as not to
distract classes or inadvertently interrupt outdoor time.

- Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 12" February 2020 at 6.30pm







Existing Actions

Action Action update
Action Details Status Owner
Ref
12/11-01 Update 12/2/20 OpenCl | TPC/School
Agree spec and source quotes | SEaReEmeetingto osed
for new projector bracket and | teentify-preferred-supplier
associated equipment with | and-eestsCostings now in
school hand and purchase to
proceed
23/01-01 M#Ftorevertatmeetingon | Open School
12* November
UPDATE—MyrstelferTelfer
eproathsreningcesiote
School to consider future | StPpertan-outdesr
projects they would like to | Elassreem™arealUpdate —
agree funding for 12/02/20
See above. Detailed
costings now to be sourced
and phased roll out
planned
23/09-01 The proposed update will Open SC
Constitution to be updated to be circulated ahead of next
reflect involvement of the . .
nursery meeting so it can be
approved then
School/TPC to issue survey on | Done post last meeting Closed MEF/SC
parent preference on whether
to reopen closed off area of
playground and seek input on
alterations we’d like to see
11/12-02 | SC to write to EC to advise on | Done —see above update Closed | SC
outcome of above survey and
formally request chamfering
of edges in playground
TPC to put together some | Done —see above update Closed TPC
proposals to  council for
playground alterations.
New Actions
Action Action update
Action Details Status Owner
Ref
1142 LT to begin sourcing more Open ME/SELT/Td)
0112/02- | detailed costings for Outdoor 1Y
01 Classroom project and to feed

these into TdJ/JY to allow
them to complete grant
application forms
etcfehoel Nt tofoona cupenn
on—-parent—preference—on
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Next fundraising meeting to
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be organised and advised via
Facebook pageSc—te—write—to
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11/12-03

TPC to peut together some
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playground alterations.
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